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1
MANIPULATION OF TRACES FOR
DEBUGGING A CIRCUIT DESIGN

BACKGROUND

This invention relates generally to analysis of circuit
designs, and more particularly to manipulation of traces gen-
erated for a circuit design.

As the complexity in circuit design has increased, there has
been a corresponding improvement in various kinds of veri-
fication and debugging techniques. In fact, these verification
and debugging techniques have evolved from relatively
simple transistor circuit-level simulation (in the early 1970s)
to logic gate-level simulation (in the late 1980s) to the current
art that uses Register Transfer Language (RTL)-level simula-
tion, and formal verification.

During some of these verification techniques, a circuit
design may be tested against a large set of properties to
evaluate the operation of the circuit design. Properties are
logical statements that describe some aspect of the circuit
design. As the circuit design changes, the properties must be
checked for consistency and re-written to comply with the
design changes. Testing of the circuit design against a prop-
erty may result in the generation of a number of traces that
describe the activity or state of the circuit. For example, a
trace may display a hi or low logical value of a clock, hex
value of a register, indicate a change in value within a register,
or other data about the circuit. These traces are often
inspected in a viewer to verify and debug operation of the
circuit.

Traditionally a viewer for debugging a circuit design con-
sists of two columns, a first displaying a list of signals, and a
second displaying the traces corresponding to the signals.
Each signal is aligned with the associated trace in the same
row, with vertical scrolls of the two columns being synchro-
nized. The second column displaying the traces often has a
zoom function, allowing the user to adjust the time scale on
the horizontal axis amongst all the signals within the viewer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an example diagram of trace analysis in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is an example diagram of zoom groupings within a
display interface generated by a viewer, in an embodiment of
the invention.

FIG. 3 is an example diagram of an additional display
region within a display interface generated by a viewer, in an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4 is an example diagram of an additional display
region corresponding to a signal grouping within a display
interface of a viewer, in an embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 5 is an example diagram of a viewer for managing
nonlinear manipulation of traces, in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of an operation of a viewer managing
nonlinear manipulation of traces, in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of an operation of a viewer managing
the display of behaviors and traces, in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention.

The figures depict various embodiments of the present
invention for purposes of illustration only. One skilled in the
art will readily recognize from the following discussion that
alternative embodiments of the structures and methods illus-
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2

trated herein may be employed without departing from the
principles of the invention described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Overview

As circuit design complexity increases, it is harder and
harder for the designers and verification engineers to analyze
a typical trace within a viewer and comprehend the circuit
design’s activities over a long duration of time, usually across
many clock cycles, and involving many signal traces. The
description refers to signal traces received by the viewer for
display. Each signal trace corresponds to a signal in a list of
signals simulated during the testing of the circuit design and
illustrates the value of the signal at a given time throughout
the activities of the circuit design. A user may select from
within the list of signals in the viewer to cause the viewer to
display a trace corresponding to a given signal.

The viewer shows circuit design activities in display
regions configured in a 2D array; a signal is matched to a
corresponding trace showing values over time. A global
zoom-in, zoom-out, and zoom-fit are provided over the value
display to adjust the time interval (e.g., number of clock
cycles) covered within the viewer. In order to look at the
high-level activities across a long period of time, the viewer
needs to zoom out from one or more traces, and yet, to debug
the details of a trace within a specific time frame, the viewer
needs to be zoomed in a lot. In a traditional viewer, these
operations are incompatible, thus causing values of traces in
another desirable time intervals to be outside of the display-
able area of the viewer.

In an embodiment, non-linear manipulation of the traces
within the viewer enables simultaneous zoomed in display of
multiple time intervals of the trace, and zoomed out display of
other time intervals. For example, various embodiments of
the non-linear manipulation of a trace on the x-axis may be
performed by creating one or more zoom groups having dif-
fering horizontal scaling factors along the time dimension
within the viewer. A zoom group corresponds to the selection
of a designated time period of activities of the circuit.

The scaling factor of a given zoom group may be main-
tained such that horizontal zooming within the viewer (e.g.,
along the entire timeline or within another zoom group) does
not change the current scaling factor of the zoom group.
Multiple zoom groups may be created and locked to a desired
scaling factor. The viewer may maintain a single horizontal
scroll showing the trace in a continuous display with varying
degrees of scaling among the different zoom groups.

A zoom group may also be collapsed into an infinite zoom.
In turn, the timeline may indicate the presence of a collapsed
zoom group that may be expanded along the horizontal time-
line. For example, the viewer may replace the portion of the
trace corresponding to a collapsed time interval with a thick,
selectable vertical bar, hiding the activities of the circuit
design over the designated time period such that the viewer
displays activities before the time interval and the activities
after the time interval side-by-side. The vertical bar may be
selected (e.g., clicked) to expand the zoom group to a differ-
ent scaling factor, such as its scaling factor prior to being
collapsed.

Additionally, one or more zoom groups may be anchored.
An anchor group is broken out from the main viewing win-
dow to form an additional column of traces adjacent to the
main viewing window, sharing the same signal list (i.e., the
same traces are along the rows), and displaying the portion of
the traces in the selected specified time interval. Horizontal
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zoom and horizontal scrolling within the anchor group may
be performed independent to the main viewing window
showing the full waveform.

In another embodiment, non-linear manipulation of the
traces within the viewer may be performed along the y-axis.
For example, the viewer may receive a selection of one or
more signals for duplication within the viewer. The selected
signals are duplicated in an additional viewing region, and
may be stacked on top of the current trace and signal list.
Zoom groups are maintained within the additional viewing
region such that the horizontal scroll for duplicate traces
within the viewer is synchronized with the traces in the origi-
nal viewing region (and, in some embodiments, only one
horizontal scroll bar is maintained for both sets of traces).
Additionally, horizontal scroll between the signal listings
may be synchronized in a similar fashion.

Additionally, the two viewing regions (old and new)
stacked along the y-axis may have two independent vertical
scroll (up/down), signal selection options (e.g., hide/show or
expand/collapse a signal), etc.

Additionally, in some embodiments, the user may select
from related signals, expressions, or properties for display in
a duplicate viewing region. Unlike the above example where
the user chooses which signals are displayed in the duplicate
viewing region from the signal list, the viewer determines
which signals to display in the duplicate viewing region based
on the user’s selection of an expression, property, or accord-
ing to a grouping of related signals. For example, a property
may have several associated signals of interest to the user
when analyzing the activities of the circuit design based on
the property. A list of these properties, groupings and/or
expressions or “behaviors” may be provided to the user for
selection and subsequent display.

The viewer determines the related signals based on the
user’s selection and automatically populates a newly added
display region including the list of determined signals and
their corresponding traces. For example, the newly added
display region may include, for a signal, the signal itself
(which may include expanded related signals); for an expres-
sion, the signal(s) referenced by the expression; and for a
property, the signal(s) referred by the property’s Boolean or
temporal expression. Zoom groups may be maintained within
the additional viewing region such that the horizontal scroll
for duplicate traces within the viewer is synchronized with the
traces in the original viewing region (and, in some embodi-
ments, only one horizontal scroll bar is maintained for both
sets of traces). Additionally, horizontal scroll between the
signal listings may be synchronized in a similar fashion.

Additionally, the two viewing regions (old and new)
stacked along the y-axis may have two independent vertical
scroll (up/down), signal selection options (e.g., hide/show or
expand/collapse a signal), etc.

The viewer may support multiple additional viewing
regions. Thus, for example, the user may manually select
signals to populate one region and navigate a list of behaviors
to automatically populate another. Each region may include a
filter option so that the signals whose names do not match the
filter are temporary hidden from the display.

Trace Analysis

FIG. 1 illustrates an example diagram of trace analysis for
a circuit design 20, according to an embodiment. Initially, a
verification tool 25 receives a description of a circuit design
20. The description of the circuit design 20 describes the
structural design and operation of a circuit. The description of
the circuit design 20 may be embodied as register transfer
level (RTL) source code encoded using a hardware descrip-
tion language (HDL) such as Verilog HDL or VHDL. In other
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4

embodiments, the description of the circuit design 20 may be
embodied as a gate level netlist.

The verification tool 25 analyzes the description of the
circuit design 20 and generates one or more signal traces 30
from the circuit design 20. The signal traces 30 specify values
of registers and other elements in the circuit design 20 and
thus describes the operation of the circuit design over a num-
ber of clock cycles.

In one embodiment, the verification tool 25 is a simulation
tool that generates the signal traces 30 through simulation
techniques. In another embodiment, the verification tool 25 is
a formal verification tool that uses mathematical techniques
to prove the correctness of properties specified for the circuit
design 20. Tools that use formal methods to verify RTL
source code and design properties are known as “model
checkers.” Formal verification tools are typically more
exhaustive than simulation based testing and can exercise
states of the circuit design that are missed by simulation.

Properties describe a behavioral relationship between sig-
nals of a circuit design. The properties may include asser-
tions, where the assertion is satisfied if the property is true for
all operating conditions of the circuit design 20. An example
of an assertion is “if A is 1, B must be 1 in the next clock
cycle.” The properties may include covers, where the cover is
satisfied if the property is true for some operating condition of
the circuit design 20. An example of a cover is “if Ais 1, B
could be 1 in the next clock cycle,” if it is observed that B
sometimes but not always occurs after A. The properties may
also include coverage holes, which are conditions that were
never observed in the simulation data 25. An example of a
coverage hole is “A and B were never asserted at the same
time.”

The viewer 110 may receive the one or more signal traces
30 that describe the activities of the circuit design throughout
the testing. Each trace may specify the values of a register, a
clock, or other monitored element within the circuit design 20
over time. The monitored elements within the circuit design
may be referred to as signals, each having a corresponding
trace 30 describing the operation of the element or one of its
components over a number of clock cycles. The viewer 110
generates a display interface for viewing the signal traces 30
that is displayed to a user. The displayed traces may also be
referred to as a waveform.

The viewer 110 may initially present two columns to the
user. A signal list in a first column displays the signals cur-
rently selected for viewing by the user and may further pro-
vide the user with options to add, remove, or otherwise select
signals for viewing. The names of the viewed signals (e.g.,
those chosen for the list) form the head of the rows along
which their traces 30 are displayed.

A trace display in a second column displays the traces 30
showing the values of each signal at different times for the
signals in the signal list. The scrolling up/down of the adja-
cent columns (e.g., in a row) is synchronized such that the
name of a signal is always paired with its corresponding trace
30. The second column shows a continuous display of traces
30 with synchronized left/right scrolling, often with only the
middle portion of the traces 30 during simulation shown to the
user due to the sheer number of clock cycles and scaling factor
within the viewer to discern the value of a signal represented
by a trace 30.

The viewer 110 may further support split screen viewing of
the signal traces with additional viewing regions that may
form new columns or stack on top of viewing regions in
existing columns to form rows. New columns may present
themselves in the form of zoom groups. New rows may
present themselves in the form of signal groups.
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For example, in one embodiment, the viewer 110 may
group received signals according to a variety of metrics. For
example, signals related to a single component or related
components of the circuit design 20 may be grouped. In the
column showing the signal listing, the viewer 110 may col-
lapse several signals under a single signal. For example, the
viewer 110 may display a hex value stored in a register and
collapse a collection of Boolean values generating the hex
value. In another example, the viewer 110 may group the
signals referenced by an expression or Boolean or temporal
expression for a property. In turn, the viewer 110 may present
the groupings of signals by their associated behavior to the
user. For example, the viewer 110 may generate a third col-
umn listing the individual behaviors from which the user may
select a behavior to view the associated group of signals in a
new display region within the viewer 110.

Example display configurations of a display interface gen-
erated by the viewer 110 are presented below with reference
to FIGS. 2-4 and embodiments of components of the viewer
110 are explained in more detail with reference to FIG. 5.
Example Viewer Displays

FIG. 2 is an example diagram of zoom groupings within a
display interface 200 generated by viewer 110, in an embodi-
ment of the invention. As shown, the display interface 200
includes a signal listing display 201, a first trace display 203,
and a second trace display 205. Each display corresponds to a
column within the display interface 200. The signal listing
display 201 shows the signals 202 for which corresponding
traces 204 may be viewed in the trace display regions 203,
205. Vertical scroll 215 of the signals 202 and traces 204 may
be synchronized such that the signal 202 is always matched
with the corresponding trace 204 in a row. Horizontal scrolls
213A-C amongst the columns may be independent. A time-
line 217A at the top of the interface 200 indicates the clock
cycles for the portions of the traces shown in the interface
200.

FIG. 2 also illustrates a number of zoom groups (e.g.,
207A, 207B, 209A, 209B) within the second trace display
205. Each zoom group may be created by selecting a time
interval of the signal traces from the timeline (e.g., 217A),
such as an interval of time between one clock cycle and
another clock cycle. The zoom group 207B thus comprises
the portions of traces within the selected time interval on the
timeline 217A. Within the zoom group 207B, the horizontal
scaling of the traces (and thus timeline 217A) may be adjusted
independently of the portions of traces 211 within the trace
display 205 outside of the zoom group 207B. Additionally,
the scaling of zoom group 207B along the horizontal time
dimension may be adjusted independently from that of other
zoom groups (e.g., 207A). As shown, the scaling of zoom
groups 207A and 207B is zoomed-in relative to the other
portions of traces 211 within the trace display 205. However,
the zoom groups 207A-B may be zoomed-out to show less
detail than the other portions 211 of the traces.

A zoom group (e.g., 207B) may also be used to generate an
additional trace display column. For example, trace display
203 is generated from zoom group 207B and anchored to
form a new column. This results in a horizontal split screen
view of the signal traces in which the horizontal scroll 213B
of trace display 203 may be adjusted independently of the
horizontal scroll 213 A for trace display 205. Additionally, the
scaling of traces within the trace display 203 may be adjusted
independently of those in trace display 205. Another embodi-
ment may not keep 207B in a trace display 205 as a zoom
group after the trace display 203 has been created. As a zoom
group incorporates only a subset 217B of the entire timeline
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217A, the user may easily navigate only the subset 217B
through the generation of the additional trace display 203.

In addition to zooming in/out to show more/less detail of
traces within a zoom group, some zoom groups 209A, 209B
representing uninteresting portions of the traces can be col-
lapsed and thereby minimized from view in the interface trace
display 205. Collapsed zoom groups 209A, 209B may be
represented by thick, selectable bars within the trace display
205. In order to collapse a zoom group, the user first selects a
time interval of the signal traces that should be included in the
zoom group. In turn, the user may select an option to collapse
the zoom group into a representation of a selectable bar.
Should a user wish to view a collapsed portion of the traces
(e.g., expand the zoom group 209B), the user may simply
select (e.g., click or double click) the bar for a zoom group to
re-display the portion of traces in the zoom group.

FIG. 3 is an example diagram of an additional display
region within a display interface 300 generated by viewer
110, in an embodiment of the invention. As shown, the viewer
110 includes a first signal listing display 301, a first trace
display 303, a second signal listing display 305, and a second
trace display 306. The signal displays 301, 305 are stacked to
form a column. Similarly, the trace displays 303, 306 are
stacked such that traces in the trace display regions corre-
spond to the signals in the signal display regions 301, 305. In
other words, the display interface 300 represents a top/bottom
split screen view of the signal traces.

Vertical scroll (e.g., 313A) of the signals 202 and traces
204 in a same row of display regions are synchronized such
that a given signal is always matched with its corresponding
trace. The vertical scrolls 313 A, 313B for different rows of
display regions may operate independently of each other and
horizontal scrolls amongst different columns (e.g., columns
305/301 and 306/303) may also be independent. However, the
horizontal scroll (not shown) for display regions (e.g., trace
display regions 303, 306) in same column may be synchro-
nized. Thus, within a column, the timeline 315 between the
different trace displays 303, 306 is also synchronized.

As shown the first signal display 301 has available the
entire (or larger) set of signals for display. The user may select
309 a subset of signals from within the first signal display 301
to generate the second signal display 306. In turn, the second
trace display 306 is generated to display the traces corre-
sponding to the selected 309 signals.

In some embodiments, a filter 307 is provided within a
given signal listing display (e.g., 301) to enable the user to
filter out unwanted signals and their traces from being dis-
played. The filter applies to the signal list in display 301, but
may also be shown for signal list display 305.

FIG. 4 is an example diagram of an additional display
region corresponding to a signal grouping within a display
interface 400 generated by a viewer 110, in an embodiment of
the invention. As shown, the display interface 400 includes a
first signal listing display 301, a first trace display 303, a
second signal listing display 401, a second trace display 403,
and a behavior list display 405. The signal displays 301, 401
are stacked to form a column. Similarly, the trace displays
303, 403 are stacked such that traces in the trace display
regions correspond to the signals in the signal display regions
301, 401.

Vertical scroll (e.g., 409A) of the signals 202 and traces
204 in a same row of display regions may be synchronized
such that a given signal is always matched with its corre-
sponding trace. The vertical scrolls 409A, 4098 for different
rows of display regions may operate independently of each
other and horizontal scrolls (not shown) amongst different
columns may also be independent. However, the horizontal
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scroll (not shown) for display regions (e.g., trace display
regions 303, 403) in same column may be synchronized.
Thus, within a column, the timeline 415 between the different
trace displays 303, 403 is also synchronized.

As shown, there also exists a behavior listing display 405
showing a list of behaviors that have associated signals. The
behaviors can be, for example, properties (e.g. assertions,
covers) or expressions defined for the circuit design. Each
behavior can be associated with one or more signals. For
example, if the behavior is an expression, the signals can be
the signals explicitly referred to by the expression. If the
behavior is a property, the signals can be the signals from the
property’s Boolean or temporal expression. An example of a
cover property, written in SVA format, is “A ##1 B”, which
refers to signals A and B, and describes a scenario in which
signal A has value 1 at some clock cycle, while signal B has
value 1 at the next clock cycle. An example of an expression,
written in Verilog format, is “A && B”, which refers to
signals A and B, and describes the scenario in which signal A
has value 1 and signal B has value 1 at the same clock cycle.
Both expressions and properties may be used to describe
“behaviors” of a circuit design.

Each of the behaviors can be displayed with a brief name
describing the behavior and an indication of the type of the
behavior (e.g., cover, assertion). The user may select 407 a
behavior from within the behavior list display 405 to cause
the generation of a second signal listing display 401 contain-
ing only the signals associated with the selected 407 behavior.
Inturn, a corresponding second trace display 403 is generated
to display the traces in association with the signals for the
selected 407 behavior. In the illustrated example, the selected
407 behavior has three associated signals that would be of
interest to the user when analyzing the circuit behavior.

As the user moves the focus of the display 405 from the
originally selected 407 behavior to another behavior within
the signal grouping display 405, the second signal listing
display 401 and trace display 403 are updated automatically
to replace the signals and traces from the previous selection
and to display only the signals and traces corresponding to the
new selection.

Viewer Components

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a viewer 110 for man-
aging nonlinear manipulation of traces, in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention. As shown, the viewer 110 may
include a number of modules including a preview manager
504, multi-region signal list display 510, scale manager 515,
multi-region trace display 520, and scroll management 525.
In one embodiment, the viewer 110 is a standalone program
operating on a computer system. In other embodiments, the
viewer 110 may be incorporated as an executable module
within a larger software suite.

The multi-region signal list display module 510 or “signal
display module” generates lists of signals for display in
within multiple signal display regions. The signal display
module 510 generates a core signal display region which
provides the user with access to the various signals received at
the viewer 110. Additional signal display regions may be
specified manually by the user or determined by the viewer
110. The multiple signal display regions may be stacked in a
column and optionally have a synchronized horizontal scroll
(e.g., as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4). By stacking the signal
display regions, the traces corresponding to each signal vis-
ible within the signal display regions may be shown in an
adjacent column. The vertical scroll for each signal display
region may be independent.

Within the core signal display region, the user may select
one or more signals which may be duplicated for display in a
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first additional signal display region. Alternatively, the user
may select from behaviors having associated groupings of
signals (e.g., by expression or property) determined by the
viewer 110. In turn, the signal display module 510 generates
a second additional signal display region comprising the sig-
nals associated with the selected expression or property.

Upon selection of another property or expression, the sig-
nal display module 510 updates the signal listing the in the
additional signal display regions to include those associated
with the newly selected expression or property. The signals
associated with the prior selected property or expression may
be removed from the additional signal display region.
Depending on the embodiment, the signal display module
510 may enable the user to specify any number of additional
signal display regions.

The multi-region trace display module 520 or “trace dis-
play module” generates a trace display region corresponding
to each signal display region. In instances where the signal
display module 510 has generated multiple signal display
regions, the trace display module 520 generates a number of
addition trace display regions that may be stacked in a column
and have a synchronized horizontal scroll (e.g., as shown in
FIGS. 3 and 4) and timeline. By stacking the trace display
regions, the traces corresponding to each signal visible within
the corresponding signal display regions may be shown in the
column. Eachtrace display region’s vertical scroll is synchro-
nized with that of its corresponding signal display region.

In some embodiments, a time interval of trace display
regions may be selected (e.g., through the formation of a
zoom group) to form an additional column. Each additional
column may contain a same number of trace display regions
as the original column and each trace display region therein
may have a synchronized vertical scroll with the same corre-
sponding trace display in the original column. An additional
column, however, may only include portions of a trace for a
specific time interval as selected within the original column
by the user. Further, the additional column may include a
horizontal scroll independent from any other columns.

The scale manager module 515 manages the zoom scaling
of traces within the trace displays generated by the trace
display module 520. Each column of trace displays may have
independent levels of overall zoom. Zooming in within atrace
display causes the horizontal timeline for the column to
expand and show fewer clock cycles for traces within the
trace display. Thus, the scale manager module 515 may
receive commands from the user to zoom in within the trace
display to scale traces horizontally and show greater detail
within the displayed section.

Oppositely, zooming out within a trace display causes the
horizontal timeline for the column to shrink and show more
clock cycles for traces within the trace display. Thus, the scale
manager module 515 may receive commands from the user to
zoom out within the trace display to scale traces horizontally
and show less detail within the displayed section. The user
may independently manipulate other columns in a similar
fashion.

The scale manager module 515 may further enable the user
to select a time interval in the horizontal timeline/a number of
clock cycles to create a zoom group. The zoom group may
either be configured within the column itself or utilized to
generate a new column of trace display(s). In the case of
generating a new column of trace displays, the scale manager
module 515 maintains a synchronized horizontal scroll inde-
pendent of the original column and a horizontal timeline only
spanning the selected time interval for the new column. Thus,
only a portion of each trace (based on the selected time
interval) from the original trace displays may be available for
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display within the trace displays in the new column. In turn,
the scale manager module 515 may receive instructions from
the user to scale the new column independently from the
original column.

In the case of generating a zoom group within a column of
trace displays, the scale manager module 515 maintains one
horizontal scroll for the column while providing the user with
options for modifying the scaling of the horizontal timeline
spanning only the selected time interval in the column. Thus,
the scaling of only a portion of each trace (based on the
selected time interval) may be modified within the column
utilizing the zoom group. The scale manager module 515
maintains the desired level of scaling within the zoom group
independent of the scaling within the trace display region and
any other number of zoom groups within the same column.

The scale manager module 515 may also receive an
instruction from the user to collapse a zoom group within a
column of trace displays. The scale manager module 515
collapses the selected zoom group into an infinite zoom out
and indicates the presence of the collapsed zoom group in the
interface. For example, the scale manager module 515 may
replace the zoom group with with a thick, selectable vertical
bar, hiding the signals over the designated time interval of the
zoom group. In turn, the scale manager module 515 may
receive a subsequent selection (e.g., click) on the bar repre-
senting the zoom group to expand the zoom group to its
scaling factor prior to being collapsed.

The scroll management module 525 synchronizes the hori-
zontal and/or vertical scrolls amongst the different display
regions for traces and signal lists. For example, the scroll
management module 525 synchronizes horizontal scrolling
of display regions within a same column. Accordingly, the
traces within a column have matching timelines. Addition-
ally, the scroll management module 525 synchronizes vertical
scrolling between the signal list displays and the correspond-
ing trace displays (e.g., across a row). Accordingly, when a
signal is displayed in the signal list display, the trace corre-
sponding to the signal is displayed along the same horizontal
(row) across the trace display regions—although different
portions of the trace may be displayed in different columns.

The preview manager module 505 generates a behavior
listing that groups signals relevant to a particular behavior.
The behavior listing may correspond to a particular compo-
nent having a number of associated signals such as a register,
or alternatively, a property or expression having a number of
associated signals. The preview manager module 505 dis-
plays the behavior listing to the user for selection. In response
to a selection of a behavior, the preview manager module 505
instructs the signal list display module 510 and trace display
module 520 to create a new signal list display region and a
new trace display region within each column. In turn, the
signals associated with the behavior are displayed in the new
signal list display region and the corresponding traces are also
displayed in the new trace display regions. In some embodi-
ments, when the user makes a further selection within the list
of behaviors, the preview manage module 505 replaces the
signal listing within the previously created signal list display
region. In turn, the traces corresponding to the signals in the
newly selected behavior are used to populate the trace display
regions.

Example Operations of Viewer

FIG. 6 is a flow chart of an operation of a viewer 110
managing nonlinear manipulation of traces, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention. The viewer 110
receives a signal list and signal traces 30 from the verification
tool 25.
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In turn, the viewer 110 generates 601 a signal list display
region and an adjacent trace display region. The signal list
display region displays the signals and the trace display
region displays the trace corresponding to each signal. The
list of signals extends vertically and each trace extends hori-
zontally along a timeline of circuit activity.

The viewer 110 receives 603 a selection of a time interval
within the trace display. The selected time interval marks the
start and end points for a zoom group spanning corresponding
portions of the traces within the trace display region. The
viewer 110 creates 605 the zoom group and adjusts 607 a
scaling factor of the traces within the zoom group along the
timeline independently of unselected portions within the
trace display that are outside of the zoom group.

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of an operation of a viewer 110
managing the display of behaviors and traces, in accordance
with an embodiment of the invention. The viewer 110 first
receives a behaviors defined for the circuit design and signal
traces 30. The viewer 110 then generates 701 a behavior
listing display region that includes a list of the behaviors.

The viewer 110 receives 703 a selection of a first behavior
having an associated group of signals and generates 705 a
signal list display region listing the signals in the group asso-
ciated with the first behavior. A trace display region is gener-
ated 707 and populated with a group of the traces correspond-
ing to the signals in the signal list display and associated with
the selected behavior. The behavior listing display region,
signal list display region, and trace display region may be part
of'the same interface and displayed concurrently as shown in
FIG. 4.

The viewer 110 may subsequently receive a selection 709
of'a second behavior having an associated group of signals. In
response to the selection, the viewer 110 updates 711 the
signal listing display region and the trace display region. The
viewer 110 performs the updating by replacing the listing of
the signals in the signal display region with those associated
with the second behavior and repopulates the trace display
region with those traces that correspond to the updated listing
of signals.

Additional Considerations

The foregoing description of the embodiments of the
invention has been presented for the purpose of illustration; it
is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the
precise forms disclosed. Persons skilled in the relevant art can
appreciate that many modifications and variations are pos-
sible in light of the above disclosure.

Some portions of this description describe the embodi-
ments of the invention in terms of algorithms and symbolic
representations of operations on information. These algorith-
mic descriptions and representations are commonly used by
those skilled in the data processing arts to convey the sub-
stance of their work effectively to others skilled in the art.
These operations, while described functionally, computation-
ally, or logically, are understood to be implemented by com-
puter programs or equivalent electrical circuits, microcode, or
the like. Furthermore, it has also proven convenient at times,
to refer to these arrangements of operations as modules, with-
out loss of generality. The described operations and their
associated modules may be embodied in software, firmware,
hardware, or any combinations thereof.

Any of the steps, operations, or processes described herein
may be performed or implemented with one or more hard-
ware or software modules, alone or in combination with other
devices. In one embodiment, a software module is imple-
mented with a computer program product comprising a non
transitory computer-readable medium containing computer
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program code, which can be executed by a computer proces-
sor for performing any or all of the steps, operations, or
processes described.

Embodiments of the invention may also relate to an appa-
ratus for performing the operations herein. This apparatus
may be specially constructed for the required purposes, and/
or it may comprise a general-purpose computing device
selectively activated or reconfigured by a computer program
stored in the computer. Such a computer program may be
stored in a tangible computer readable storage medium or any
type of media suitable for storing electronic instructions, and
coupled to a computer system bus. Furthermore, any comput-
ing systems referred to in the specification may include a
single processor or may be architectures employing multiple
processor designs for increased computing capability.

Finally, the language used in the specification has been
principally selected for readability and instructional pur-
poses, and it may not have been selected to delineate or
circumscribe the inventive subject matter. It is therefore
intended that the scope of the invention be limited not by this
detailed description, but rather by any claims that issue on an
application based hereon. Accordingly, the disclosure of the
embodiments of the invention is intended to be illustrative,
but not limiting, of the scope of the invention, which is set
forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
comprising computer program code for circuit design analy-
sis, the computer program code comprising code for:

receiving signal traces for verification of a circuit design;

generating a signal list display region and a trace display
region, the trace display region including the signal
traces, and the signal list display region including a list
of signals corresponding to the signal traces, wherein a
signal trace of the signal traces specifies values of a
signal in the signal list for the circuit design at different
time points;

receiving a selection of a time interval of the signal traces

in the trace display region;

creating a zoom group based in part or in whole on to the

time interval, the zoom group spanning portions of the
signal traces corresponding to the time interval of the
signal traces; and

adjusting a scaling factor of the portions of the signal traces

within the zoom group along a temporal dimension axis
independently of other portions of the signal traces
within the trace display region and are outside of the
Zoom group.

2. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1,
wherein adjusting the scaling factor of the portions of the
signal traces within the zoom group comprises zooming in to
expand the portions of the signal traces within the zoom group
horizontally.

3. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1,
wherein adjusting the scaling factor of the portions of the
signal traces within the zoom group comprises zooming out
to shorten the portions of the signal traces within the zoom
group horizontally.

4. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1,
wherein adjusting the scaling factor of the portions of the
signal traces within the zoom group comprises:

collapsing the time interval of the zoom group in the trace

display region into a fixed width along the temporal
dimension axis; and

displaying an object indicating a presence of a collapsed

Zoom group.
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5. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising additional code for:

receiving a selection of a subset of signals in the signal list;

generating a second signal list display region stacked ver-

tically and forming a first column with the signal list
display region, wherein the second signal list display
region includes the subset of signals; and

generating a second trace display region adjacent to the

second signal list display, the second trace display
region forming a second column with the trace display
region, wherein the second trace display region includes
a subset of the signal traces corresponding to the subset
of signals.

6. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 5, fur-
ther comprising additional code for:

vertically scrolling the second signal list display and the

second trace display region independently from the first
signal list display and the first trace display region.

7. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising additional code for:

receiving an instruction to generate a second trace display

region from the zoom group;

generating the second trace display region horizontally

adjacent to one of the signal list display region or the
trace display region, the second trace display region
comprising the portions of the signal traces spanning the
time interval; and

scrolling the second trace display region along a horizontal

independently from the first trace display region.

8. The computer-readable storage medium of claim 1,
wherein the portions of the signal traces within the zoom
group and the other portions of the signal traces outside of the
zoom group share a common horizontal scroll bar.

9. A computer implemented method for circuit design
analysis, the method comprising:

receiving signal traces for a circuit design;

generating a signal list display region and a trace display

region, the trace display region including the signal
traces and the signal list display region including a list of
signals corresponding to the signal traces, wherein a
signal trace of the signal traces specifies values of a
signal in the signal list for the circuit design at different
time points;

receiving a selection of a time interval of the signal traces

in the trace display region with a scale management
mechanism that includes or functions in conjunction
with a processor executing instructions to identify the
selection of the time interval;

creating a zoom group based in part or in whole on to the

time interval, the zoom group spanning portions of the
signal traces corresponding to the time interval of the
signal traces; and

adjusting a scaling factor of the portions of the signal traces

within the zoom group along a temporal dimension axis
independently of other portions of the signal traces
within the trace display region and are outside of the
Z0om group.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein adjusting the scaling
factor of the portions of the signal traces within the zoom
group comprises zooming in to expand the portions of the
signal traces within the zoom group horizontally.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein adjusting the scaling
factor of the portions of the signal traces within the zoom
group comprises zooming out to shorten the portions of the
signal traces within the zoom group horizontally.
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12. The method of claim 9, wherein adjusting the scaling
factor of the portions of the signal traces within the zoom
group comprises:

collapsing the selected time interval of the zoom group in

the trace display region into a fixed width along the time
temporal dimension axis; and

displaying an object indicating a presence of a collapsed

Zoom group.

13. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

receiving a selection of a subset of signals in the signal list;

generating a second signal list display region stacked ver-

tically and forming a first column with the signal list
display region, wherein the second signal list display
region includes the subset of signals; and

generating a second trace display region adjacent to the

second signal list display, the second trace display
region forming a second column with the trace display
region, wherein the second trace display region includes
a subset of the signal traces corresponding to the subset
of signals.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

vertically scrolling the second signal list display and the

second trace display region independently from the first
signal list display and the first trace display region.

15. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

receiving an instruction to generate a second trace display

region from the zoom group;

generating the second trace display region horizontally

adjacent to one of the signal list display region or the
trace display region, the second trace display region
comprising the portions of the signal traces spanning the
time interval; and

scrolling the second trace display region along a horizontal

independently from the first trace display region.

16. The method of claim 9, wherein the portions of the
signal traces within the zoom group and the other portions of
the signal traces outside of the zoom group share a common
horizontal scroll bar.

17. A system for analyzing circuit designs, comprising:

a memory storing thereupon program code;

amulti-region display generation mechanism that includes

or functions in conjunction with a processor executing
the program code to generate a signal list display region
and a trace display region, the trace display region
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including the signal traces, and the signal list display
region including a list of signals corresponding to the
signal traces, wherein a signal trace of the signal traces
specifies values of a signal in the signal list for the circuit
design at different time points;

a scale management mechanism that includes or functions
in conjunction with the processor executing the program
code to receive a selection of a time interval of the signal
traces in the trace display region; and

the at least one processor further executing the program
code to create a zoom group based in part or in whole on
to the time interval, the zoom group spanning portions of
the signal traces corresponding to the time interval of the
signal traces and to adjust a scaling factor of the portions
of the signal traces within the zoom group along a tem-
poral dimension axis independently of other portions of
the signal traces within the trace display region and are
outside of the zoom group.

18. The system of claim 17, further comprising:

the at least one processor further executing the program
code to collapse the time interval of the zoom group in
the trace display region into a fixed width along the
temporal dimension axis and to display an object indi-
cating a presence of a collapsed zoom group.

19. The system of claim 17, further comprising:

the at least one processor further executing the program
code to receive a selection of a subset of signals in the
signal list, to generate a second signal list display region
stacked vertically and forming a first column with the
signal list display region, wherein the second signal list
display region includes the subset of signals, and to
generate a second trace display region adjacent to the
second signal list display, the second trace display
region forming a second column with the trace display
region, wherein the second trace display region includes
a subset of the signal traces corresponding to the subset
of signals.

20. The system of claim 19, further comprising:

the at least one processor further executing the program
codeto vertically scroll the second signal list display and
the second trace display region independently from the
first signal list display and the first trace display region.
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